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y Results

laws regulating inheritance [are key to the perpetuation of
noble wealth].[...] [T]o serve the purpose of avoiding the
dispersion of patrimonies, some sort of impartible inheri-
tance system is required.

Alfani (2023 p. 76)

Department of Economic History London School of Economics and Political Science
4162

Noah Sutter and Aurelius Noble

A Testament to Revolution?



Literature Review Digitisation The Dataset Preliminary Results
000 0000000000000 00000000 0000000

Nobility uses the Civil Code as scapegoat:

Robert-Tancréde de Hauteville's lament about the Civil Code

in 1862:
One cannot ignore the unfortunate results produced daily

by its application. Not only does it have as a consequence
this unlimited parceling out of landed property which
puts such regrettable obstacles to agricultural progress
but, even more, this perpetual turnover of estates tends
to weaken without ceasing the bonds of the family ,

to e ace its traditions, and to thus shake the very bases
on which it rests.

Higgs (1987 p. 57)
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Introduction of Partition of Inheritance

A tapestry of local inheritance customSdy et al., 2024..

...Is replaced by equal partition.

Basis for an identi cation strategy?
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Loi de Nivose, An 1{1793) introduces Strict Equal Partition

Compliance was limited due to limited state capacityGreen, 2022

Used in the Di-in-Di/RDD in Gay et al. (2023

Noah Sutter and Aurelius Noble Department of Economic History London School of Economics and Political Science

A Testament to Revolution? 7162



Literature Review Digitisation The Dataset Preliminary Results
000 0000000000000 00000000 0000000

Code NapoléoKi1804) upholds Partition and Enforces Stricter

Compliance
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rce Exists - Th&bles des Successions et Absences
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Literature Review - Data

French Wealth Data

Seminal work byDaumard (1973 198Q 2014

From the Enquéte Henrito the Enquéte TRA(Bourdieu
et al., 2019

Extensive data collection on Paris WBiketty et al. (2006
2014 and Postel-Vinay and Rosenthal (2026
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Literature Review - Inheritance Customs
Iheritance Customs

Large historical literature on inheritance customs/customary
law (Goody et al, 1978 Hesse 1979 Goy, 1988
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Literature Review - Inheritance Customs
Iheritance Customs

Large historical literature on inheritance customs/customary
law (Goody et al. 1978 Hesse 1979 Goy, 1989

Piketty (2011) and Alfani (2023 see inheritance system as
crucial for inequality as they determine the inheritability of

wealth.
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Literature Review - Inheritance Customs
Iheritance Customs

Large historical literature on inheritance customs/customary
law (Goody et al. 1978 Hesse 1979 Goy, 1989

Piketty (2011) and Alfani (2023 see inheritance system as
crucial for inequality as they determine the inheritability of
wealth.

Customary Atlas of Ancien Régime Fran¢€ay et al., 2024
E ect on fertility transition (Gay et al., 2023

Empirical studies of the long-term e ects of inheritance
customs in other countriesBertocchi and Bozzano (2035
Galasso and Profeta (20)8Bartels et al. (2022.
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Literature Review - Inheritance Customs
Iheritance Customs

Large historical literature on inheritance customs/customary
law (Goody et al. 1978 Hesse 1979 Goy, 1989

Piketty (2011) and Alfani (2023 see inheritance system as
crucial for inequality as they determine the inheritability of
wealth.

Customary Atlas of Ancien Régime Fran¢€ay et al., 2024
E ect on fertility transition (Gay et al., 2023

Empirical studies of the long-term e ects of inheritance
customs in other countriesBertocchi and Bozzano (2035
Galasso and Profeta (20)8Bartels et al. (2022.

Chapelle et al.are working on a project on long-term e ects
on land inequality.
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The Tables des Successions et Absences
A Testament to Revolution?

French inheritance tax registers used - among other sources - iRiketty et al.
(2006, 2014)

Contains information on:
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The Tables des Successions et Absences
A Testament to Revolution?

French inheritance tax registers used - among other sources - iRiketty et al.
(2006, 2014)

Universal coverage

1791-1870 (or until 1968), available for 71 of 95 départements

Contains information on:

Name

Some indicators of wealth at death
Occupation

Date of death and age at death

Information on inheritors or legatees
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Limitations of the Data
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Mutations par Déceés (RMD) , which contain the individual's
estate declarations. Th&MD allow the calculation of a single
individual's total wealth.

Complete digitization of theRMD is not feasible.TSA's tabular
format allows for automated digitization.

Limitation: Taxes on real estate were led with the bureau of the
location of real estate. Taxes on movable wealth were led at the
legal residence.
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